
Anything you can do,  

I can do better! 

Investigation:  

Women’s suffrage 

Did you know that it wasn’t until 1918 that women over 30 

were given the right to vote in the U.K.?   

That right was fought for through the women's suffrage movement.  

Groups made of mostly women, but also some men, protested against 

society to be allowed to vote. 

Before this the idea that women were entitled to an opinion, let alone a 

vote, was unheard of. 

This wasn’t always the case though.  In history most people who held 

power and wealth were men, but across the globe there have been 

strong women who ruled in their own names or influenced society.  

When Xerxes went to war 
against Greece (480-479 
B.C.E.), Artemisia, ruler 
of Halicarnassus, brought 
five ships and helped  
Xerxes defeat the Greeks 
in the naval battle of    
Salamis.  

Boudicca is an iconic   
hero of British history. 
Queen of the Iceni, a tribe 
in East England, she led 
a rebellion against       
Roman occupation in 
about 60 C.E  

Cleopatra was both the 
last Pharaoh of Egypt and 
the last of the Ptolemy  
dynasty of Egyptian rulers. 
As she tried to maintain 
power for her dynasty, she 
made famous connections 
with Roman rulers Julius 
Caesar and Marc Antony.  

https://www.thoughtco.com/artemisia-warrior-queen-of-halicarnassus-3528382
https://www.thoughtco.com/artemisia-warrior-queen-of-halicarnassus-3528382
https://www.thoughtco.com/boudicca-boadicea-biography-3528571
https://www.thoughtco.com/cleopatra-last-pharaoh-of-egypt-3528679
https://www.thoughtco.com/julius-caesar-summary-and-study-guide-117538
https://www.thoughtco.com/julius-caesar-summary-and-study-guide-117538


Timeline overview 

for 

Women’s suffrage 

The campaign for women’s suffrage in the U.K. began in 1832 when Mary Smith, 

from Yorkshire, wrote to her local MP requesting that she and other women would 

be given a voice in the election of Members of Parliament. 

 

Through the 1800’s there were at least 17 societies, groups of people, who urged 

for a vote of women. 

 

In 1903 The Women’s Social and Political Union (WSPU) was formed in          

Manchester at the home of Emmeline Pankhurst.  

 

1905 saw the famous motto ‘Deeds not Words’ begin to be used by the WSPU. 

 

1912 became known for a Cat and Mouse Act being passed by Parliament to deal 

with hunger-striking suffragettes  

 

 31st July 1914 local suffragettes attempted to blow up Lisburn 

Cathedral, in what has been described as one of the ‘most     

daring acts’ of the ‘votes for women’ campaign in Ireland. The 

ringleader was Lillian Metge. 

At the same time the outbreak of WWI brought a suspension to 

women's suffrage campaigns. Women are urged to support the 

war effort and nearly 5 million women were in employment. 

1918 changed everything.  The Representation of the People Bill was passed,         

allowing women over the age of 30 and men over the age of 21 to vote.  At this 
time women had to be married to or a member of the Local Government Register.  
It would be another 10 years before women were given the same rights as men. 

In the same year the Parliamentary Qualification of Women Act is passed, enabling 
women to stand as MPs. 



Poster Propaganda 

for 

Women’s suffrage 

Propaganda is when a group uses just one point of view to encourage how people 

think.   

During the time of the Suffrage Movement propaganda posters and leaflets were 

used to influence both sides of the argument, FOR and AGAIINST women having 

the right to vote. 

Here are some examples that were used, can you tell which were FOR the vote 

and which were AGAINST? 



Votes for Women Poster 

Look at some examples of posters used in the 

campaign for women’s suffrage.   

Design your own poster below.  Will you make it 

FOR or AGAINST and why?! 



Hunger Strike medal 

From 1908 suffragettes in prison 

Stopped eating as a form of protest.  

This was called a hunger strike. 

Those woman who stopped eating 

received a medal for Valour. 

Lisburn Museum has the Hunger 

Strike medal pictured above as part 

of the collection. 

Use the template on the right to   

create your own medal.  Try to       

include the green and purple colours 

of the Women’s Social and  Political 

Union (WSPU). 

Do you know what valour means? 

Can you find out? 
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